AudioFile’s
Best Audiobooks of the Year

AudioFile’s editors have chosen 15 titles of 2003 that achieve the magical synergy
between author and narrator, text and performance that guarantees good listening.

Barbara Rosenblat’s performance is spot-on.
She is in her element, and her characters shine.
Rosenblat and Fairstein are a team to listen up for.

Jim Weiss captures the comic
lunacy of Heller’s genius.
A bravura performance.

The peerless Jim Dale spins passages into gold.
Dale’s wizardry transports listeners
to places Muggle and magical.

If an audiobook was ever destined to be
heard on a car trip, this is the one.

The soft voice of Ken Burns mixes

with those of Tom Hanks and others

to produce a rich American drama.

An absolute treat. Dahl’s classic is elevated
to new heights in Jeremy Irons’s performance.

An incomparable set of narrators
delivers Cheever’s celebrated stories
with perfection. The author’s intelligence
and vitality shine throughout.

Two narrators tell this mad tale.
Jeff Woodman’s childlike delicacy lends
credibility to this fanciful story.

Scott Shina’s performance is miraculous. There’s not a
false note in his narration. Tragedy and comedy
combine in this exceptional debut novel.

An amazing performance. The banter
of the team is fast and sure, the interior
monologues achingly heartfelt.

Scott Brick is among the elite
audiobook narrators. His reading
propels the story at a breakneck pace.

With precise diction and authentic accents,
Lisette Lecat captures the atmosphere
of Smith’s book down to the bush tea.

Edward Herrmann’s Golden Voice is paired
with a master historian. An amazing drama
brought thrillingly to life.

Reader Tom Stechschulte channels
these characters. His magic makes
this psychological thriller work.

Burke’s finest novel to date. An extraordinary
performance by Ed Sala brings freshness
to every scene. A fascinating story.

Five-star entertainment in a tiny package. Martin Jarvis
gives a spectacular performance. It would be a shame
to limit his talents to children.

THE BONE VAULT

Linda Fairstein; Read by Barbara Rosenblat
Recorded Books; ISBN 1-4025-4019-1 $42.95/ $17.50(R)
Unabridged

CATCH-22

Joseph Heller; Read by Jim Weiss

Books on Tape; ISBN 0-7366-8962-1 $54.95/ $19.95(R)
Unabridged

HARRY POTTER AND THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX
J.K. Rowling; Read by Jim Dale

Listening Library; ISBN 0-8072-2028-0 $45.00

Unabridged

HORATIO’S DRIVE

Ken Burns, Dayton Duncan; Read by Ken Burns,
Dayton Duncan, Tom Hanks, et al.

Random House Audio; ISBN 0-7393-0740-1 $18.00
Unabridged

Also available from Books on Tape

JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH
Roald Dahl; Read by Jeremy Irons
Harper Audio; ISBN 0-06-053619-5 $18.00 Unabridged

THE JOHN CHEEVER AUDIO COLLECTION
John Cheever; Read by John Cheever,

Blythe Danner, Edward Herrmann,

Meryl Streep, et al.

Harper Audio; ISBN 0-06-055483-5 $29.95
Unabridged

THE LIFE OF PI

Yann Martel; Read by Jeff Woodman
HighBridge Audio; ISBN 1-66511-779-4 $36.95
Unabridged

THE MIRACLE LIFE OF EDGAR MINT

Brady Udall; Read by Scott Shina

Recorded Books; ISBN 1-4025-1626-6 $53.95/ $18.50(R)
Unabridged

MY LOSING SEASON

Pat Conroy; Read by Jay O. Sanders

Random House Audio; ISBN 0-553-71407-4 $25.95
Abridged

NO SECOND CHANCE

Harlan Coben; Read by Scott Brick

Penguin Audiobooks; ISBN 0-14-280018-X $35.95
Unabridged

Also available from Recorded Books

THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY
Alexander McCall Smith; Read by Lisette Lecat
Recorded Books; ISBN 1-4025-4180-5 $24.99/ $13.50(R)
Unabridged

THE PATH BETWEEN THE SEAS

David McCullough; Read by Edward Herrmann
Simon & Schuster Audio; ISBN 0-7435-3017-9 $35.00
Abridged

SHUTTER ISLAND

Dennis Lehane; Read by Tom Stechschulte

Harper Audio; ISBN 0-06-055414-2 $34.95 Unabridged
Also available from Recorded Books.

WHITE DOVES AT MORNING

James Lee Burke; Read by Ed Sala

Recorded Books; ISBN 1-4025-3859-6 $39.95/ $16.50(R)
Unabridged

THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS
Kenneth Grahame; Read by Martin Jarvis
Naxos Audiobooks; ISBN 9-62634-777-5 $17.98 Unabridged

Listen to sound clips for these titles and more of AudioFile’s
Best Audiobooks of the Year at www.audiofilemagazine.com.
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